
For more information, contact 
your nearest John Howard 
Society of Saskatchewan 
branch…

MOOSE JAW* 
15 Hochelaga Street West

T: (306) 693-0777

Toll Free: (866) 485-7777 

*Adult community referrals accepted


REGINA 
1801 Toronto Street

T: (306) 757-6657

Toll Free: (888) 757- 6658


SASKATOON 
202, 220-3rd Avenue South

T: (306) 244-8347

Toll Free: (877) 244-8347


YOUTH 
COMMUNITY 
REFERRALS 
Partnering in your community to repair harm 
in a restorative framework

community referral objectives 

• Help young people develop 
awareness of how their actions impact 
themselves, their family and their 
community


• Help young people develop healthy 
decision-making skills by building 
empathy


• Help young people grow by providing 
opportunity to discuss values, peer 
pressure, and self esteem 



WHAT IS THE COMMUNITY 
REFERRAL PROGRAM? 

When young people engage in unhealthy 
activities that cause harm in the 
community, something needs to be done 
about it.  But not all such activities require 
police intervention and a criminal justice 
process.  Sometimes, harm caused by 
things like bullying, fighting, uttering 
threats, vandalism and graffiti, petty assault 
and theft, and possession of small amounts 
of marijuana can be restored through non-
criminal means. 


The Community Referral program works in 
partnership with city police, parents, 
teachers, probation officers and other 
community members to provide active 
educational and informational opportunities 
to engage in a restorative justice process of 
repairing harm.


restorative justice 
Through the restorative justice lens, we 
understand that crime violates people and 
relationships and negatively impacts 
community.  When someone is harmed, 
there’s an obligation to respond to correct 
or restore the damage.  In the context of a 
restorative approach, it’s understood that 
justice involves victims, offenders, and 
community members joining together in 
an effort to make things right. 


The central focus of restorative justice is 
the needs of victims and the responsibility 
of the offender to repair the harm they’ve 
caused. 

restorative justice asks… 
• Who has been hurt?


• What are their needs?


• Who’s responsible to meet those 
needs?


The John Howard Society of 
Saskatchewan believes that we all benefit 
by engaging in a restorative approach 
whenever possible because the most 
effective, just and humane responses to 
the consequences of crime can emerge 
when we explore ways to repair harm.  

So, who can refer to the community 
referral program? 

Well, pretty much anyone involved with youth 
exhibiting harmful behaviours in the  community.  
Most commonly, though, youth are referred by 
police, teachers, parents, probation officers, 
provincial courts, and other community 
agencies.  


Each referral is evaluated and then a plan 
emerges to repair the harm caused.  In some 
cases there’s existing programs in place, but 
other times we tailor a restorative justice 
process to the circumstances and the needs of 
the victim and the youth. 


*While the Community Referral program is 
predominantly youth-centred, our Moose Jaw 
location does work with adults, so contact them 
for more information about adult community 
referrals.    


  

All client information is confidential.  

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE REQUIRES, AT MINIMUM, 
THAT WE ADDRESS VICTIMS’ HARMS AND 
NEEDS, HOLD OFFENDERS ACCOUNTABLE TO 
PUT RIGHT THOSE HARMS, AND INVOLVE 
VICTIMS, OFFENDERS, AND COMMUNITIES IN 
THIS PROCESS. 

-HOWARD ZEHR



